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(A) Relevance to claims 

The following is a translation of passages related to claims 
1, 7, 13, and 20 of the present invention. 

(B) A translation of the relevant passages 
[Abstract] 

[Means to Solve the Problems] When a disposition 
notification is detected, a piece of information indicating 
the successful communication is stored as an entry in 
communications results in communications management 
information contained in a communications management 
table. 

[0072] Next, a first example of message transmission 
operation of the network facsimile NFA is explained in 
reference to Figure 5. 

[0073] In the figure, the network facsimile NFA monitors 
the scanner 5 as to whether there is a document placed 
thereon (No route from step 301). When there is a 
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document placed on the scanner 5 (Yes route from step 
301), it checks with the operation display section 9 
whether there are any email addresses specified (No route 
from step 302). If there are any email addresses specified 
(Yes route from step 302), it further checks with the 
operation display section 9 whether there is an input to 
instruct the start of transmission (No route from step 303). 
If there is an input to instruct the start of transmission 
(Yes route from step 303), it captures an image of the 
document on the scanner 5 (step 304), produces an email 
message with MIME encoded image information (step 305), 
and sends the message to an email server MSA by a SMTP 
protocol (step 306). The email message produced in step 
305 and transmitted in step 306 is shown in Figure 22. The 
message has a "Disposition-Notification-To:" field in the 
header. The address to which a notification is to be sent (in 
this case, the address of the sender himself: 
ifaxa@abc.co.jp) is shown in that field. Thus, the message 
complies with the specifications in RFC 2298 which is 
designed for MDN. 

[0074] Communications management information obtained 
in the transmission of step 306 is stored in a 
communications management table 4b (step 307). The 
communication result entry in the current case shows 
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3 

which means that the information is not available. 
[0075] Figure 9 shows the communications management 
table 4b containing the communications management 
information of step 307 as communications management 
information with record no. 01. 

[0076] In the figure, the communications management table 
4b is stored in a RAM 4 and is a set of communications 
management information records corresponding to 
respective record nos. 

[0077] The communications management information 
records are made up of a "transmission/receipt" field 
indicating whether the commutation is a transmission or a 
receipt; "communications date" and "communications time" 
fields indicating the date and time given by a clock circuit 
7 when the communication, either facsimile through public 
telephone lines or email via networks, is started; a 
"recipient" field indicating the recipient; a "communications 
mode" field indicating G3 facsimile through public 
telephone lines or email via networks; a "communication 
time" field indicating the time taken to perform the 
communication; a "communication page number" field 
indicating the number of pages transmitted; a 
"communication result" field indicating whether the 
communication was successful (OK), failed (ERR), the 
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result is unavailable ("--"); and a "file no." field indicating a 
sequential order of the message. 

[0078] The communications management information with 
record no. 01 is produced in step 304 in Figure 5 as 
mentioned earlier. Therefore, the "communication result" is 
"--" indicating the result is not available. The 
communications management information with record no. 
02 is however about G3 facsimile through public telephone 
lines in which the machine directly communicates with 
another machine; thus, the result is never "unavailable." It 
is always either "OK" or "ERR." In the figure, the result is 
"OK." 

[0079] The network facsimile NFA has a function to output 
a communications management report. In response to a 
predetermined input of an instruction through the 
operation display section 9 for an communications 
management report output, it produces a communications 
management report based on the content in the 
communications management table 4b. The report is visibly 
output by printing it on a piece of recording paper by a 
plotter 6. The communications management report may be 
visibly output on a display device (not shown) on the 
operation display section 9. The communications 
management report may be automatically produced and 
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output for every predetermined number of messages (e.g., 
50 messages), and the communications management 
information for which a report has been made may be 
deleted. 
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